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Congress to Study 9-11 Warnings 

Mon Jun 3, 6:51 AM ET 


By JIM ABRAMS, Associated Press Writer 


WASHINGTON (AP) - Congress sets out this week to learn why, despite disturbing reports at home and abroad, the 
I (news - web sites ) and CIA (news - web sites) didn't do more to anticipate and prevent the Sept. 11 attacks. 


Photos 



"Our main goal is to protect the American people," said Rep. Nancy Pelosi (news, bio, 
vo ting record ) of California, top Democrat on the House Intelligence Committee.’"In order 
to do that, we must find out what got us to where we are now." 

The House and Senate intelligence panels meet jointly behind closed doors Tuesday to begin 
an analysis of intelligence agencies' preparedness for Sept. 11 and future terrorist threats. 

On Thursday, the Senate Judiciary Committee (news - web sites) is expected to hear in 
public session from Coleen Rowley, the Minneapolis FBI agent who has charged that bureau 
headquarters mishandled the investigation of an alleged terforist now linked to the attacks. 


The FBI has come under sharp criticism for not seeing a link between the Minneapolis 
Phoenix field agent that Middle Eastern men were training at American flight schools. 


case and the warnings of a 


The CIA tracked two of the Sept. 11 hijackers when they attended an al-Qaida meeting in Malaysia in January 2000 
an afterward but didnt inform the FBI or the Immigration and Naturalization Service so they could be denied entry 
into the United States or be monitored while in the United States, Newsweek magazine reports this week. 


The CIA declined comment, but a U.S. intelligence official familiar with the investigation told The Associated Press 
that the significance of the meeting increased after it became clear the two — Nawaf Alhazmi and Khalid Almihdhar 
— were associated with an alleged mastermind of the October 2000 bombing of the USS Cole (news - web sites') in 
Yemen. In retrospect, we all could have done better," said the official, speaking on condition ofanonymity 

Some hard questions have to be answered," Sen. Dianne Feinstein (news, bjo, voting record ) D-Calif., a member of 
the Senate Intelligence and Judiciary committees, said on CNN's "Late Edition." She said the hearings would 

probably reveal other missed chances to foresee the attacks. "I expect there are numbers of bits and pieces that 
weren't put together." 


Director Robert Mueller and Attorney General John Ashcroft ( news - web sites') , appearing separately on 
several Sunday news programs, agreed that the agencies need to improve how they gather and share information. 

ut they added that better coordination still probably wouldn't have stopped the Sept. 11 attacks on the World Trade 
Center and the Pentagon (news - web sites !. 



































































"There is a torrent of information that comes in” from the FBI's 56 U.S. and 44 overseas offices, Mueller said on 
NBC s Meet the Press." The bureau's inspector general is looking into the Minneapolis and Phoenix cases, he said, 
but ’’there was nothing specific in either of those instances that had a direct relationship to Sept. 11.” 

Last week, Mueller announced major FBI changes intended to better collect and analyze information about terrorist 
threats and place more emphasis on prevention. 

The Bush administration also decided last week to issue new surveillance guidelines that allow the FBI to monitor 
Internet sites, libraries, churches and other places open to the public to help prevent domestic terrorism. 

Critics of the expanded powers say they will infringe on civil liberties. 

Weve got a wartime situation," Ashcroft said on CNN, stressing that the guidelines would apply only to anti¬ 
terrorism activities. "We need to make sure that we're doing everything possible to prevent the next attack." 

Mueller said the FBI was aware it must not return to the "bad old days" when the agency was spying on Martin 
Luther King and other prominent Americans. Preventing terrorism has to be carefully balanced against "incursion on 
the freedoms that we enjoy and that we're trying to protect," he said. 

Lawmakers said concerns about civil liberties would be taken up at the hearings. "We are going to have a national 
debate about privacy and your rights as an American citizen," Rep. Porter Goss (news, bio, voting record !. R-Fla. 
chairman of the House Intelligence Committee, told NBC. 
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Source: CIA Didn’t Share Threat Info 

Mon Jim 3, 7:56 AM ET 


By JOHN J. LUMPKIN, Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) - The CIA ( news - web sites) was watching two of the Sept. 11 hijackers at an al-Qaida 
meeting more than a year before the attacks, but failed to notify the FBI (news - web sites) or the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service of their activities, says a U.S. intelligence official. 

If the FBI or INS had been told all the CIA knew about the men, they might have been 
denied entry into the United States or monitored while in the country. 

"In retrospect, we all could have done better," the official said Sunday, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 

Sen. Richard Shelby (news, bio, voting record ). R-Ala., complained Monday of "massive 
failures of intelligence at the CIA." 

"Assuming it's true — I can't confirm that on this program — I believe you are going to see 
a lot more instances like this where, if they had acted on the information they had and followed through, maybe 
things would be different," Shelby said on ABC's "Good Morning America." "We don't know." 

He said CIA Director George Tenet "is in denial. But I believe he is totally wrong." 

In December 1999, U.S. intelligence learned of an impending meeting of al-Qaida supporters in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia, the following month, the official said. 

Malaysian authorities monitored the meeting, which was attended by Khalid Almidhar and Nawaf Alhamzi, two of 
the hijackers who flew American Airlines (news - web sites ) Flight 77 into the Pentagon (news - web sites ) on Sept. 

11, the official said. 

Also at the January 2000 meeting was Tawfiq Attash Khallad, lately identified as one of the U.S. top 25 targets in 
the war on al-Qaida, the official said. The current status of Khallad is unclear. 

At the time, the significance and subject of the 2000 meeting were not clear, the intelligence official said, but the CIA 
informed FBI headquarters, as well as FBI agents in the CIA's counterterrorism center, that the meeting took place. 
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The meeting gained much greater significance at some point after the bombing of the US S Cole ( news - web sites) in 
Yemen on Oct. 12, 2000. Investigators learned that Khallad was one of the masterminds of the plot, and his known 















































associates — including Almidhar and Alhamzi — suddenly took on new importance. 


Bu , t doesn't appear this new information was transferred to other authorities, such as the FBI, State Department 

and INS, until months later, the official said. These agencies remained unaware of the new significance given to 
Almidhar and Alhamzi by the CIA. 


0n ,^ 23 ’. 20 ?}.> th ® CIA ’ womed that a lar § e al-Qaida operation was in the offing, put out an alert on Almidhar 
and Alhamzi, adding them to a watch list that INS and State Department officials refer to when deciding whether to 

gran^ foragner u CCeS ! t0 the United States - By this time > however, they were already in the country, leaving it to 
the FBI to track them down. 6 


"We have no way of knowing what would have happened if these individuals had been 
the intelligence official said. 


put on a watch list earlier," 


At least one other al-Qaida operative now thought to be a potential Sept. 11 hijacker — Ramzi Binalshibh — was 
denied access to the United States before the attacks. He was not arrested or interrogated, and remains at large. 

Failure of the CIA to share its information on Almidhar and Alhamzi was first reported by Newsweek magazine. 
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Wednesday May 22, 5:25 pm Eastern Time 


Press Release 

SOURCE: Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection 



Environmental Quality Board Approves Safe Drinking 
Water Rules That Are More Stringent Than Federal 
Requirements 

HARRISBURG, Pa., May 22 /PRNewswire/ — The Environmental Quality Board (EQB) today 
approved final rulemaking proposed by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) that requires immediate public notification if water supplies are contaminated 
and threaten public health. The approved regulations are more stringent than federal law requires 
in key instances. 

This final rulemaking was part of a comprehensive effort in Pennsylvania to ensure that citizens 
have a safe and reliable source of drinking water. 

"Where we feel it necessary to properly protect the public health and safety, Pennsylvania will go 
above and beyond federal requirements concerning safe drinking water," DEP Secretary David E. 
Hess said. "By focusing public notification on instances where the public's health is imminently 
threatened, we believe the public will take such warnings seriously and take the needed 
precautions." 

The regulations kept in place the existing requirement that public water suppliers report to DEP 
within one hour of discovering a serious violation that could represent an imminent hazard to 
public health. The federal government does not mandate this requirement, but DEP felt it was 
critical to protect public health and safety. 

At DEP's recommendation, EQB also adopted the federal requirements that the public receive 
immediate notice of the violation and that the water supplier consult with DEP on the resolution 
to the violation within 24 hours. 



We believe it is very important that our environmental protection experts be told within one hour when a serious 
threat to public health is found in a public water supply, and that the public be notified and DEP brought in for 
consultation on how to deal with this problem within 24 hours," said Secretary Hess. "We support the Environmental 
Quality Board's decision to adopt these rules as we have proposed them." 

DEP also proposed, and EQB approved, the regulation that the public be notified every 30 days for ongoing serious 
violations, a re-notification time frame that is currently not required by federal law. 










































































In addition, EQB approved DEP's proposal that all notices must contain information in Spanish, and that notices 
contain information in other languages if 10 percent of the population for systems serving 1,000 or more people or 
100 people in smaller systems, speak the other language. F F ’ 


We believe that public notice within 24 hours is required for these situations which represent an imminent hazard to 
pub ic health, Secretary Hess said. "For other, less serious situations where the public health is not immediately 
threatened water systems are given more time to provide public notice. By tailoring public notice to the appropriate 
level of risk, we believe the public will be better informed to protect themselves and their families " 


In fact, the U.S. General Accounting Office (GAO) said that the public notification process would be more effective 
it it tocused more on the most serious situations. 


Both the Water Resources Advisory Committee and the Small Water Systems Technical Assistance Center Advisory 
oard reviewed these proposals and were briefed on comments received during the public comment period Both 
groups supported DEP's final recommendations to the EQB. 

The Environmental Quality Board is a 20-member independent board that reviews and acts on all of DEP's 
regulafions. It is chaired by the Secretary of DEP. It includes representatives of 11 state agencies; five members of 
the Citizens Advisory Council and four members of the House and Senate 


For more information, visit the PA PowerPort at www.state.pa.us (PA Keyword: "EQB"). 

™ CT: Knsten Wolf ’ Information Specialist of Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection, +1-717- 


SOURCE: Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection 
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